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MR. GEO. MULLER AND HIS PREACHING.
BY GAWIN KIRKHAM.

Tris venerable servant of the Lord brought a fort-
night's preaching at the Mildmay Conference Hall to a
close on Lord’s-day evening. The Sunday services have
been crowded, but the attendance during the week has
not been 8o large as might have been expected, though
each of these had a number than its{rede-
ceeeor, These addresses and those delivered during
the Mildmay Conference ensble us to form an estimate

of his preaching, which may be interesting and useful

" e il personal is striking, being
. er’s personal appearanoe is

tall and and oox:manding? He is in his seg’entietb
year. He has a strong German acoent, though he is
-easily understood by any English hearer.

In his public ministry he is emphatically a teacher.
It has been represented that he has undertaken this
Journey as an evangelist, but this we venture to think
is a mistake. Judging from the last fortmight at
Mildmay, the line of truth he dwelt upon was far
more calculated to build up Christians than to bring
in the unsaved. Yet he greqnonﬂy brought in the
way of salvation in & clear, sweet, ive, and
striking manner. It has frequently been observed how
well suited he is to follow the evangelistis efforts of
our beloved brethren Moody and Sankey.

Other preachers may learn much from him as to the
method of preaching. He first of all gets a message
from the Lord—i.e., he waits upom the Lord by read-
ing the Scriptures, meditation, and prayer, till he
realizes that he has the mind of the Spirit as to what
he should say. He has been sometimes in doubt till
almost the last minute, but never once has the Lord
failed him. He strongly advocates and practises ex-
pository preaching. Instead cf a solitary text detached
from its ocontext, he selects a passage, it may be of
several verses, and goes over them consecutively, clause
by clause. His firs$ care is to give the meaning
of the word, then to illustrate it by other scriptures,
and afterwards apply it. This is done sentence by
sentence, so that it is definition, illustration, and
application, all the way through. Yet there is no
uneertainty to his hearers as to when he is coming
to a close, as he intimates at the outset how many
verses honp ﬂtz consider. His illustrations are
oocasionslly taken from history, biography, or nature,
but ehiefly from the Scriptures or his an personal
experience. -

One of the most striking things about Mr. Miiller’s
preaching is tho way in which he induces his hearers
to reconsider what has beon already said. He fre-
quently says, ¢ Let us ask ourselves, Have I under-
stood this? How does it apply to me? Is this my
experience ! "’ &o.

He makes much of the Word of God. Take the
following outline of his address to young converts at
Mildmay on Friday, the 20th ult. :—

“ Let me upon the importance of
o T o g epon o thy doep imortace o rdiag
newborn babes desire the aincers milk of the Word, T
may grow thereby.’ As neglected babes never become y

men and women, s0 young oonverts who t God's
appeinted food, ‘the Word,’ mmbemobngl::msﬁnt

“1. Read the Word of God regulariy throwgh. Bagin with
. Grenesis in the morning and Matthew in theevning,nslilﬁ
a mark where you left of. When you have finished the O)
and New Testaments, begin again. As an earthly will is
always read through with great care, so Ged's will ought to
bo read h with reveremce and godly fear.

Consider the adventages of this plan—

(s.) We are kept from making a system of divinity of
our own, and confining ourselves to & few favourite
dootrines and truths. We also becomes lovers of the
8] Varioy i lowng
. ty is pleasing.

&ghllh 'l:dht:"begini:d o~ i:m?’ ars

g again, yoars
I have read my Bible through a hundred times; yet
it is always fraush and new when I begin it again.
“2. Read in a prayerful spirit.
“ 3. Road with meditation. Ponder over what you are

reading.
“q. %a.dwitlﬂfcrmb own Asart. So man
read for thdrhm;pummdbrmdrohm
school-teachers for their scholars. Ask yourselves—

How does this snit me ?

How does this warn me?

How does this rebuke me P

How does this comfort me ?
If you do this, God uses the Word by you for others.

5. Always seek to mix faith’ with your reading.

% 8. Practise what you read. We must carsy out what God
tells us. Ho expeots us to be obedient children—* If fye know
these things,hpam ye if ye do them.’ Come in child-
like simpliaity to the Word of Give heed to it with all
earnesinoes, and let it settle all questions.”

Another of Mr. Miiller's strong points is prayer.
It is here that most of us feel by comparison how
little we know of real prayer. It 1s intensely
humbling to sit at his feet, and listen to his experi-
ence on this subject, During the four noonday
addresses at Mildmay he expounded the teaching of
the Bible on prayer, and illnstrated it from his own
experience. He put it in this way—1. Prayer must
be according to the will of God. 2. It mast be
offered in the name of Jesus. 3. It must be mixed
with faith. 4. It must be persevered in till the
answer comes. And he declared most emphatically
that when these conditions were complied with he had
never known a single instance ‘of fauilure. He had
had not only hundreds and thousands, but literally
tens of thousands of answers to prayer.

Wheén Mr. Miller began to pray about his Orphan
Home, forty years ago, he asked for a house, and for
£1000. He never doubted the £1000 would come,
yet he had to wait eighteen months before the last of
it was received. Since then he has received more
than £650,000 in answer to prayer. One day, what
is called “the higher Christian life”’ was touched upon.
In speaking on Phil iv. 6, 7—¢“Be careful, for
nothing, &o.,”’—Mr. Miiller insisted, with unusual
emphasis, that the child of God ought not to have a
single care about anything. Not even the poor woman
who has a dranken husband ought to have a single
anxiety about him. Everything should be taken to
the Lord, and loft there. 1f we began to carry our
own burdens, the Lord would add to them. If we
had a pound-weight of care, and carried it ourselves,
the Lord would make it ten pounds, and go on in-
creasing the weight till it crushed us, and, overwhelmed
by our trouble, we should be obliged at last to cast it
upon Him,

Surely if any man has a right to be burdened he has.
The care of 2000 orpban children is in itself a mar-
vellous thing; but, in’addition to thess, he has

nsibilities connected with 10,000 children in

forty or fifty schools which he sustains. '[.l;l;:x]l he

-
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ciwcaletes over thnes. miliénwy of kreotsn year; beaides ;
a very lavge number of Billos and Teéstaments, Nor.
dges his care end with home missions, but there are .
nuerous missionariea ahroad whe ave pastially or:
entively mpintained through his instrumentality. Yet, .
amid all this, he comes ax the platform with a-oeun- .
tenance. full. of peace amd joy; and/ daclawes -he is so .
in tho Lord that he. has been- eomstrained to
leave home in his old age, to declare this happiness to
his “beloved brethren and sigters in the Lord Jesus
Christ, wharever the Locd shall opan the way.”
Cauplod with . all this; thewe is deep: humbleness
of mimd. In his publie prayers ke frequently asks the
Lord to bless his word spoken by these sinfyl mortal
lips ; and. in his preaching he himself agaip.and |
again-“a poor miserable sinner.” This is a pansderx, ,
bt one full of deep.meaming to. those. of imsiwho are
younger in the Divinelife. W hetherib be right: to use -
such a prayer or no, there rises to our lips spon- .
taneously, after hearing such a map of God, “Lord
increase our faith.” -

i
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INTBRNATIONAL JONFERENCE OF'YOUNG
MEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS. .

Dear Sr,——Your readers will' Yo 'glad ‘to lenrn that the

International Conference of Young Mbon's Ohtistian

happy W“”"-“?m?*mm&“}?&“’ ko loss
P . A ose

tias ot Gotgﬂ brathecrhaod young ;Gnan( ‘well ps, pome

who are still young in heart if not 1n years) from Ge:

and France,

and Swite

gland and' America, Ho , Scotlan
riand, Our presidentwas an earnest- Hamb

nobleman in :the prime of' life (Baran: von Oertwen), #n
.one of the vinés presidemty. was. the. honoured founder of
the London : Adsooistiom (Mr, George- Williams), wham -
God has spared to see so wonderful a demelopment: of the
idea’ it was given him.to originate. soma thirty yeass

gince.
The statistics given bp_btho Amagrican delegate (MY,
Morse, secretary of the New York Central Oémmittee)

are already familiar to mamy of your readers; nor is- it
nesedful to..speak of the work inour own islamds, In
Garmany and Holland alse, the sssogiations are veny
numaerous, and though it is to' be feared that in many
places in these countries they fall short of the character
of distinctly Chtistian and aggressive unions of young
men, yet we had many interesting anecdotes showing ,
that they-are often rallying-points of evangelical life,
sometimes in places where there is Little or nothing else.
The German asscciations do a valuable work in providing
homee foryoupg workmaen tra% from place to place,
as is the custom in Germany, thus preventing, in
many cases, their falling into evil asseciations.

) interesting excursions were arran in cop-
nexion wifh the Conference, one to the celebrated Rauhe
Haus, another to a wvissionary:festival in a village some
distance up the Elbe, and a thivd (after the cemfbrence
was over).bo.tha British island: of Heligelamd, To those

of your readers who have not read the deepl mtﬂrest::g - elldwed thely

history of tha Rauhe Ilams contained in Eraying

‘Working,” by the Rev. . B. Stevensan, I may just ex-
plain that'it 18 a reformatory for outcast children, as well
as for those who, thou i)elvnging to’ good’ famites,

® proved ‘unmanageable-at home. The prin wof !
the inelitution ib thet;of traiming in families, has
been. adapted.in g0 meny Euglsh o ; and in .

these families .young, men are trained for evangslistio °
work, whilst they work side by side with the boys and -
exert over them a Christian influence. These .young men
afterwards go out as missionaries, evangelists; &c., and
the Bauhe Haus has thus become the centre of & great
work, with many remifitations, . bound ow under
the name of the Imner Missisn. Tho foundes, Dr.
WnlEe;mj prematurely worn eut by hard work; wes xpt :
628

able to gregt us in person. . Hgs son, on whagm neex de-
valxes amughsof the nespeneibizgty of the wark, ja-not
stwong) and mggk needstorhe snpported by the-prayess of
Chrietrans. The sweet-inflaence of smgmﬁ has fram the

le'ggmnm‘beena.prmmp&lmm yed by Dr.
ichern in reforming intractable lads, and as the evening
olasad ini the chikdren musterell in. choir and .gavemi a
delightful specimen of German singing.

The trip to Heligoland on Th , returning on
Fiiday; was.addli :timke of retsmatdon amd Chaistian
. foljowship, Would )it nett be-wall if Engbah. Chtistians
mare frequantly in their convontions and con-

,farences 1n this way, s0 a3 to allow timg far :
intercourse and for the digesting of the spiritual food wi
* which one sosms somotimes almost overfed on stich gcca-
- gions P - Seme-of the: Germaa-brethren: inquired about the
- religious state of thisisland, for widel we Englich muast
ot s i o T,
1L - raeeved. the, n, that, w , 8 0!
morality ig high, there is need for the proclamation of the
. truth that, ““ by the deeds of the law 51&11 no flesh living
be justified.” ~An invalid -acquainted with German who
! shouldfee] led to hold cottgge meetings, and visit
- house 10 heuse wpon this'rock ofthe-Gernan Ocean, i:ﬁht
find at the same #ime. inwviggrating sea-broeses and-a
blassed field of werk amongst the: 2000 s
. In trayelling, through Gemmany, I hoerd;seyeral. fimes
of: rtl}q.abxdmg..hlusmg, which-haa resulted from the
meptings held by owr dear brother Mr, R, P. Smith, in
Southern Germany, at, Elberfeld, and at Berlin. May
the Lord‘put it into the hearts of others to follow in: his
footstupsr I would: askt your readers’: prayers-for- two
vyoumg Jsglhishimen.: Wi ére; about to.stadyder ‘w year
‘n.aginkpartant Gesman, uniyegsity, and. whe sze-
.10, be naed of the Lord .amongst the studeuts.

. g:ui:gd Jerman remarked to me:at Hamburg that it might

to get the young men of Germany on the Lord’s
side, but if ones they Wwere won over_they would go into
the w::l!'with*thei.r whole hearts. Let us pray-that it
90,
mustnoticanclude withont mentioning: thet the Oon-
foremce ta take, up . the week of pmayer for young
men which was so much blessed in many places last year ;
and a recommendation is to go down to all the allied
Asspciations that, until thd next Conference in 1878, the
week beginning with the secopd Sunday in November
which has boen the day specially observed for years past
4he :Americgn Assomations) bo set: apart for united
praper-on behalf of young men. May, we not cenfidenily
expoct that these prayers avill be as richly rewarded by a
revival of re).ig'«?’x.‘lt amongst. young - men, as the prayers
offered in the week of the year have y been
with regard to the Chiarch at large ? .
Those who are intorested in Christian work in Belgiom
will be glad t0-hear that the Oonference of 1678 is to-be
held at Bn:;a!sg.th-wcixnthom.ﬁndl itself able
twe yeaxs qe 0 undentake neadfuil srrangements:
Rotterdam,, August 24, JosEpH,,(}. ALEXANDER,

-

CADNAM; HANYS.—A fbsariesof scevises having boen vory

. suooasafnl, apd evident,tokeas of the Lord’s m&ﬂﬁm the

work, it was thought advisable to continue Van,
lization Society (whose new address is 567, Charing-cross) Hnﬁi;
' ta The sewvioes

agend,, Gearge reimre,
wera resumed on A 0, and on the 11th & b?teom
About 600 partook of tea'in a malt-house kindly lans, after w!
in the opea-afr, when-about *
lisoned to addresses by .the Hons W. Qewpeart Go Haflend,
Mrs. Evens, and others. Services have been eyening in
the Tent, and, conzidering the busy season, have ’ well at-
. ~nqessage, Oth WM to attend of
m , have come re;&ar y, snd listened with muﬁ‘nmm
Benmf Chrissians exclaimed, “Oh{ why did- you not vome

6 public meeting was held in-t!
tended, many, on Sunday evenings, coming miles to listen: $0-the

amongst us before ; we hane we noed.:
up.” One enced Christian man said, “ I have learned more
the last ive nights thaxt in the last five years.” Néxb

( will Do the last-of: these
them be removed to West
Geosgo Haflovd will labous for o.fortnight. Will Chuistiens ssho
are .anxious, for Wmaw effort maF radound ta the
glaryg of Christ's ?



