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Foreword

Tins linle book, of unassuming origin, in that it
conmiats of a series of lessons drawn from the life of
one who died thirty years ago, possesses an import-
ance out of all proportion to its appearance. It is
imdeed what it affirms to be, but yet how much
maore | It presents a definite teaching that reveals a
personal illumination, understanding and experience,
un well as being an interpretation of what George
Muller stood for. Because of the one, there is the
fine convincingness of the other. Moreover, the
malter stands out in no wise disjointed, as a series
ol mere lessons might be, but it is a wise unfolding
hy this means of a body of spiritual doctrine, of
great and of increasing importance to-day, and of
wtill greater meaning for to-morrow. For it reveals
an open door, when, through economic pressure, all
other avenues may be shut. It is a notable advance
forward in the expression of spiritual truth. And it
in given with an unrivalled clarity and simplicity.

It shows that the life of faith, not in one way but
in every way, is practicable and possible to-day. In
the end it is the only practicable way. Also it is the
open door through which the better than has ever
licen may come to be.

It is an enquiry and research into the nature of
God's Providence, and how we may, and what is
required of us to, realise it. That there is a divine
I"rovidence, attentive to our needs, caring for us,
in no fanciful teaching, but a veritable truth. But




there is this proviso, that we fulfil our part, the best
that we can render, that indeed we live the life of
faith. Muller realised and practised it, and so may
we. It matters not what our vocation may be; it
applies to every manner of life, as it sincerely ex-
presses.

To many, troubled and anxious about things, this
word will come as a breath from the hills. It presents
the beautiful, gladsome life of a full giving and re-
ceiving, free from anxiety. It is made ours by child-
like certitude and confidence in Life's great good
meaning and purpose, through that spiritual apper-
ception which is faith. The way is shown, and what
is required of us, if we would approach this state.

Our life becomes open, through its every channel,
unto the Life around. Our personal life is enriched,
because in the degree of our faith, it becomes a
centre, a fountain-centre of that universal Life out-
flowing for the good of all. Its impulse is toward
the oneness of all. Its emotion is the great Love.
It cannot cease from blessing. As we, through faith,
affiliate ourselves to That, so will we know its glad-
some Life in us.

It is not merely that we are lifted out of the im-
passe of our difficulties, but that from that instant
our lives become a ministry of service, and we would
not wish it otherwise.

That this little book will prove an inspiration and
help to many, is at once my prayer and belief.

RICHARD WHITWELL.
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“Do God’s will as if it were thy will, and
He will accomplish thy will as if it were His
own.” j

—RaABBI GAMALIEL.

“Hold Thou me up, and I shall be safe.”

—PsaLwms.

Introduction

1 is with feelings of great reverence that | am
attempting to draw certain lessons from the life of
this man of faith, George Muller, of Bristol. Let me
fist of all acknowledge my sources of information.
They are as follows: George Muller, of Bristol,* by
Arthur T. Pierson, D.D., with an Introduction by
James Wright; published in 1899 by James Nisbet
& Co., Ltd., 21, Berners Street, London—and The
Life of George Muller, A Record of Faith Triamph-
ant, by William Henry Harding, published by
Morgan and Scott, Ltd., 12, Paternoster Buildings,
l.ondon, E.C.

IFor the information of those who are not
acquainted at all with the life and work of George
Muller, let it be said that he founded the famous
Pristol Orphanages, and maintained them during his
long life, during which time he made no appeal for
funds, relying instead entirely upon faith and prayer.
During this time no less than £1,380,000 (one million,
three hundred and eighty thousand pounds sterling)
was subscribed by the public for George Muller's
work, all of which was sent in the form of free-will
offerings. No one was ever asked to give, each one
gave as he felt prompted. It is because his life
proves again and again the power of faith, that we
have been led to write this book. In the Introduction
to his book Mr. Harding says: ‘‘This young Prussian

. stood out against the whole world. He had no
resources, no wealthy friends to guarantee over-

* To be obtained from The Bible and Tract Depdt, Bristol.




drafts, no name of high lineage whereby to conjure
support from society; it was solely in dependence
upon God Himself that he ventured upon the
wonderful career which has made his name every-
where honoured and loved by the children of faith."

The encouraging fact that Impresses us, as we
study the life of George Muller, is that he was no
super man, but a very simple man, who did things
which you and | can do, if we only will to do them.
He was a right thinker though he probably did not
know it. He never entertained thoughts of doubt,
but filled his mind with thoughts of faith and con.
fidence. He believed the truth about God, and
refused to think any thoughts that were not in
harmony with this truth. And, needless to say, he
acted according to his thoughts, and was faithful to

them.
H. T. H.

A Venture of Faith.
PART I.—CHAPTER 1.

GEORGE MULLER’s EARLY LIFE,

“Not as I will, but as Thou wilt.”’

IN commencing this work, which | fear may prove
fragmentary, and lacking in proportion and continuity
——for such a great subject demands a far more com-
petent pen than mine—it is my joy to testify to the
uplifting and strengthening effect the study of these
two biographies has brought to me. Especially while
reading the one by Dr. Pierson has my soul been
uplifted and my faith deepened and strengthened,
in a way impossible to describe.

How true it is that God’s ways are not man's ways,
and that God's wisdom is foolishness to man. If
human wisdom had had to select a man to fill the
unique position which George Muller afterwards
occupied it would not have chosen George Muller.
But the ways of God are wonderful, past all finding
out, and beyond all human wisdom. It pleased God
to choose George Muller, drunken, dissipated, dis-
honest, mean, underhand, deceitful youth though he
was, according to his own accounts, and to entrust

it
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to him a work of faith and devoted service, such as
is almost without equal in all the annals of Chris-
ian work and service. George Muller, in his
early days, according to his own tale of himself, was
a “bad lot.” He robbed his father, he deceived
him with a whole chain of lies, he lived riotously
and fraudulently at hotels, and finally got put into
gaol. So unregenerate indeed was he that it seemed
as if he had some queer psychological kink or twist,
some peculiar criminal tendency, which must
assuredly bring him down at length to the gutter, and
possibly to a felon's grave. No Psychologist would
have been able to do anything at all for George
Muller, of that I am sure. He was one of those
cases which baffle treatment entirely. An eminent
Psychologist once confessed to me that it is impos-
sible to do anything to restrain and reform certain
cases. He acknowledged that the only thing that
could entirely change the character, in such cases,
would be that process known as being ‘‘ born
again.”

This is just what took place in George Muller’s
experience. One evening he was persuaded to
attend a meeting held at the house of a worthy but
uneducated man, Wagner by name. This made such
an impression upon him that he never was
the same again. From that time he began to live
the regenerate life. “‘That Saturday evening in
November, 1825, to this young student of Halle, was
the parting of the ways. He had tasted that the

ord was gracious, though he himself could not
account for the new relish for divine things which
made it seem too long to wait a week for another
meal; so that thrice before the Saturday following
he sought the house of Brother Wagner, there, with
the help of brethren, to search the Scriptures.”” Dr

GEORGE MULLER'S EARLY LIFE. 13

Pierson says further: *“We should lose one of the
main lessons of this life-story by passing too hastily
aver such an event as this conversion and the exact
manner of it, for here is to be found the first great
#step in God's preparation of the workman for his
work.” Those of us who have passed through a
sinilar experience, as that of young George Muller,
must  thankfully and gratefully acknowledge how
wonderful is the love and wisdom of God in making
arrangements, if we may so speak, to win us from
our lives of crookedness and folly, and draw us unto
I limself, where alone we can be happy and satisfied.
IHe even makes use of our lusts and excursions into
sin to bring about our regeneration. God does not
will us to sin, for we are enticed and led astray by
our own lusts and the deceitfulness of our own heafts,
but the Spirit makes use of the misery into w}u(_:h
our sins land us, so that through our suffering, dis-
appointment and disillusionment we may at length
turn to God. We seek satisfaction in the baubles of
the world, yet we discover no satisfaction at all, but
only disappointment and despair. Finding no solace
anywhere, we at last turn to Reality where alone true
satisfaction may be found. Then, like Francis
Thompson, we realize that Divine L9ve_ has beep
pursuing us all our days. Because it is Love, it
allows us full liberty of choice; it does not com_pe.l.
it only draws us by its very nature. Because it is
Love, we must surely give in, sooner or later, for
who can withstand Love for ever!

From now onwards life prepared young Muller
for the great work to which he was later to be cal].ed.
He had to learn to trust God for material supplle§.
as well as for power with which to overcome his
crooked and profligate propensities. George, filled
with new zeal, wanted to be a missionary, but, says




" A VENTURE OF FAITH.

Dy, Pierson, “his father was not only much dis-
pleased, but greatly disappointed, and dealt in
reproaches very hard to bear. He reminded George

of all the money he had spent on his education in
the expectation that he would repay him by getting
such a living as would insure to the parent a com-
fortable home and support in his old age; and greatly
angered, he exclaimed that he would no longer look
on him as a son. Then, seeing his son unmoved in
his quiet steadfastness, he changed tone, and his
threats became tears of entreaty which were much
harder to resist than reproaches. The result of the
interview was a significant step in preparation for
his son’s life mission. That great resolve to follow
the Lord's leading at any cost, was unbroken, but
George Muller now clearly saw that he could be
independent of man only by being more entirely de-
pendent upon God, and that henceforth he should
take no more money from his father. To receive such
support meant obedience to his wishes, for it seemed
plainly wrong to look to him for the cost of his train-
ing when he had no prospect or intention of meeting
his known expectations. If he was to live on his
father's money, he was under a tacit obligation to
carry out his plans and seek a good living at home.
Thus early in life George Muller learned the valu.
able lesson that one must preserve his independence
if he would not endanger his integrity.

“"God was leading His servant in his youth to
cast himself upon Him even for temporal supplies.
This step was not taken without counting the cost,
for the two years yet to be spent at the University
would require more outlay than during any time
previous. But thus early did he find God a faithful
Provider and Friend in need. For shortly after,
certain American gentlemen, three of whom were

GEORGE MULLER’S EARLY LIFE. 15

college professors, being in Halle and wishing
mstruction in  German, were recommended to
employ George Muller as tutor; and the pay was so
ample for the lessons taught them and the lectures
wrilten out for them, that all wants were more than
met.”

But not only had young Muller to learn to trust
God entirely for a temporal supply, but he had to
learn how to be led by the Spirit. He learned the first
lesson more easily and quickly than he did the
second. He wanted to become a missionary, but
not yet having fully realized the rules governing the
Spirit-led life, he was in too much of a hurry. He
felt he must push on, force the pace, and hustle,
as men of the world do. We are all guilty of this
in our salad days. We say: | must do this, or |
must do that, and then, if the way does not open,
we try to force things, with most painful res_ults.
One of the saddest sights is the man who thinks,
and perhaps, unwisely declares, that he has a great
work to do for God, and that he must get on with
it. So he goes rushing about the world breaking
down opposition, forcing his way here, t.here, and
everywhere, meeting with trouble and dxﬂiculty_at
every turn. But if instead of all this he were to realize
that he has no great work to do at all, but thgt the
work is the Lord’s—and that if he be sufficiently
humble and modest he may be allowed to share in
it, if and when the Lord’s plans are ready—he W?Uld
experience no difficulty at all, but or}ly harmonious
progression and true success and achievement.

Young Muller was not egoistic and he was not
misled into thinking that he had a great work_to do
for God, yet he was very eager to be used 1n_the
missionary field. Mature disciples at Ha.lle advised
him however to wait quietly for divine guidance. But






