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“Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and show thee great and mighty things, which 
thou knowest not.” (Jer. 33:3)

T was my privilege, some two years ago, where at Bristol, to visit the Orphan house 
of Mr. Muller, and I never saw a more striking or startling exhibition of the power of 
faith than I did there. Mr. Muller supports three hundred orphan children on no 

resources but his own faith and prayer. When he needs anything, he calls them together, 
offers supplication to God, and asks that necessaries may be supplied; and, although there 
are three hundred to be fed, to be clothed, and to be housed, and though they have often 
been brought so low that there has not been a farthing in their coffers, nor a handful of 
meal in their barrel, when mealtime has come, there has always been abundance of bread 
in the house in answer to prayer. I shall never forget my interview with that holy man of 
God. Some gentleman said to me, "I wish you would ask Mr. Muller a question or two, if 
you see him, as to the foundation of a new Orphan House which he proposes to build to 
hold seven hundred more children. Now, I feel that three hundred is quite enough for one 
man to care for; I think it is very absurd for him to have seven hundred more; he will 
never be able to support a thousand. As to the preset Institution, I believe that generous 
persons hear about it, and send him subscriptions for it maintenance; but as to his 
supporting seven hundred more orphans, that is impossible." I replied, "I think there is 
something in what you say. I will ask him when I see him." But when I saw him, I could 
not, and dare not, ask him any such questions; and when I saw what a great work he had 
done by his faith, and began to remark upon it, he said, "Oh! it is only a little thing that I 
have done; faith could do far more than that. If it were God's will that I should feed the 
universe on prayer and faith, I could do it. If I had more faith, it could be accomplished." 
I was just going to say that, possibly, a thousand orphans would be more than he could 
support, when he said, "When I got three hundred children, I began to pray God to send 
me money to build an Orphan House to hold seven hundred more; and I have already 
£17,000 sent in for it, although I have never solicited a contribution from anybody but the 
Lord. I believe God has made me to be here, to be to the world, a proof that he hears and 
answers prayer." I thought so, too, when I saw that huge building, and the many dear 
children rising up to praise their God, and singing so sweetly in honor of the good 
Shepherd, who had gathered them like lambs to his bosom, and had gently folded them 
there.

Brethren, we do not speak without solid facts to confirm our assertion, when we affirm 
that, whatever a saint asks in prayer, if he asks in faith, and it is for his own profit, and for 
God's glory, he will be sure to have it. I dare say you have read Huntington's "Bank of 
Faith." He certainly gives us too many of those instances for most people to believe, but I 
fancy there are plenty of persons alive who have had as many answers to their prayers as 
ever William Huntington had, and who, if they were to write the minutiae of their lives, 

I



could bear most solemn testimony to the truth that never could they remember God being 
unfaithful to his promises, or their prayers unanswered. This, however, must always 
depend upon the person himself, for if we ask waveringly, or without faith, we must not 
expect to be answered. We must not forge that what God implies, when he does not grant 
unbelieving requests, is just this, "Inasmuch as you have no faith, I have nothing to give 
you." We must do as the people did at Christmas time in the olden days. It used to be the 
custom for the poor inhabitants in a village to go round with basins to the rich people in 
the parish, and beg bread and other victuals of them; and the rule was, that every 
gentleman was to fill the bowl that was brought to his door. Of course, the wisest 
amongst the poor folk brought a very large bowl for the Christmas gathering, but those 
who had little faith in the generosity of their wealthy neighbours took a small bowl, and 
that was filled; but those who took a big bowl had theirs filled too. So, dear friends, you 
must always try, in your prayers, to bring a big bowl to God. Bring great faith, and rest 
assured that, according to thy faith, it shall be done unto thee. If thou has little faith thou 
shalt have little answer; if thou hast tolerable faith, thou shalt have a tolerable answer; 
and if thou hast a mighty faith, thou shalt have such a mighty answer that thou shalt 
wonder at it, yet thou shall feel that it is according to the promise of our text, "Call unto 
me, and I will answer thee."

From "Things Unknown" - a sermon by C.H. Spurgeon
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