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The Twenty-third Paalm.

rd;; I shall not want.
1 in green pastures: He leadeth me

the valley of the shadow of death,
art with me: Thy rod and Thy staff

¢ me in the presence of mine

oil; my cup runneth over.

I follow me all the days of my
Lord for ever.—2Zsalm xxiii.

This was
d. Now, naturally,
onder that he said,
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persons on earth, we, too, shall be warranted by the
fact that we are the sheep of Christ to say, “ I shall not

battle. And not merely a very mighty king, but an ex-
ceedingly rich king. Therefore, we are inclined, natt
b ally, to say, “ That was the reason why he said, ‘I shall
not want”” He was, indeed, exceedingly rich, for
had gathered together for the building of the Temple
such an enormous sum that it would amount to more ©
than oo millions of pounds sterling of our money !
vast a sum that all the enormous national de
Great Britain could be cleared off at once by i '
out of his own privy purse alone he had gi
building of the Temple more than 18
sterlmg, a thing that has never been since h

And here particularly notice this. “I shall not want”
s not simply refer to bodily necessities, nor merely
mental necessities, but to everything that we can pos-
ly need while here on earth. If we find the spiritual
nflict is great, and we seek more and more to enter
into our weakness, and helplessness, and nothingness,

d entire dependence on God for assistance, here is
 word for our comfort which does not belong to David
ly, but to us also, individually, if we have Jehovah-
s for our Shepherd. In whatever want, of what-
nd, we possibly can be while on the road to
), it is our precious, glorious privilege, with
to say to ourselves, “I shall not want, because
avenly Father is my Shepherd, my precious
‘Lord Jesus Christ is my Helper, my Friend,
r Brother, my Saviour. He will never leave
sake me!” O, how unspeakably blessed is
on of the weakest, the feeblest, the least in-
ild of God! Therefore the great, the deeply
question once more is this, “ Do we belong,
, to the sheep of Christ?” My heart's
prayer is that everyone here present may
1ess seek to get into such a Scriptural state
be warranted to say, 2 ’I‘he Lord is my

is, that f.he Lor J{’e%}‘
are Hls sheep ; and this we

with me. Then, even

h ond verse, the figure of the shepherd and
e poorest, the most ignoran

is kept up. “He maketh me to lie down in
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We have not to wait till we die, or till the Lord Jesus

~ Christ comes, in order to obtain forgiveness from all
our sins; but the moment we put our trust alone in
Jesus for salvation, that moment every one of our
numberless transgressions is forgiven, and shall be re-
membered no more throughout eternity. O, how un-
spedkably blessed i ion, and the xesult of 1 :t,xs

ur Heavenly Father gives to Him in the way
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of glory and reward for all this, we who put our trust
in Him shall share with Iim. We can say to ourselves,
as believers in the Lord Jesus, “ Though I deserve
nothing but hell, I shall not only have Heaven, 1 s.h:;]ll
not only partake of the rivers of pleasure at the right
hand of God, but I shall share with my precious ador-
able Lord Jesus Christ all the glory whuih the Fathgr
gives to Him for His mediatorial work! (@ v?'ha't 15
contained in this! If the world only knew vvtha't.ti?e
sinner who believes in Christ obtaixls'»ﬁ}itbq’gh»:faltl? in
Him, all the world would joyfully scek Him; but 1t. is
because it is not apprehended, it is not My.ﬂf:a.t» with
carelessness and indifference the worl es ?n, and
often and often till it is too late to av

figure herc used regarding the she
t‘fcuexceeding great bless; gs and @i’ﬁesgﬁ 2

the result of putting our trust in the Lorc Jesus Christ.
What, therefore, we have to do J\127is\'aiék*m‘or.e an.d
more to ponder it, and more and more to ent:er :nto it,
with reference to ourselves. on, m'erely: g:ecn
pasfures ? are mentione : waters.” He
leadeth me beside the still wate;

is especially referred to. Not
might frighten away the sl
drinking ; but to the quiet still w#e &
the sheep. They are not frightened :
storeth my soul; He leadeth me i the

rightecusness, for His Name's sake.” I will mentio ;éan?‘
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(what I have mentioned, I think, before) that this has
nothing to do with bringing backsliders to Himself
again. In the Hebrew, the words mean, “ He refresheth
my soul,” or “He invigorates my soul; ” just as by
means of a very good night's rest we are invigorated and
refreshed, or as a cooling draught of water given at the
time of harvest on a hot summer's day to the labourer
would refresh him, so, spiritually, we, who are the chil-
dren of God, are refreshed by our Precious Shepherd.
It is the very joy and delight of the heart of our
precious Lord Jesus Christ to'refresh us spiritually. Tf
at any time we are cast down, through trials and diffi-
culties, or through sore temptations, which we have to
encounter, and we find that we are not being refreshed,
what we should do is to remind the Lord Jesus Christ
that to Him  hath been given the tongue of the learned,
that He might know how to speak a word in season to
them that are weary,” to them who have need to be re-
freshed, to comfort them, to encourage them, to
strengthen their hands in God. This precious word we
have brought befbre us regarding the Lord Jesus
Christ in the 4th verse of the soth chapter of Isaiah,
and I advise all my beloved brethren and sisters in
Christ to make much more use than they have yet done
of this blessed word.

“ He refresheth my soul.” O let us make use of this!
O let us, in childlike simplicity, trust our precious, pre-
cious Lord Jesus Christ! Whenever you are cast down,
vihenever you are greatly tried spiritually, open your
heart to the precious Jesus, as your Friend. T have done

o
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it for many a long year, and it is just this which upholds
me, which comforts me, which makes me a happy man.
I deal with my precious Lord Jesus as a bosom Friend.
1 pour out my whole heart to Him, and tell Him all,
everything ; and beg and intreat Him, whenever I need
it, to speak to me a word in season, that the weariness
may pass away, and that 1 may be refreshed spiritually.
And I find Him ever ready to help me. “ He restoreth
my soul ; He leadeth me in the paths of rightcousness,
for His Name's sake” The Lord brings us into the
right road, into “ the paths of righteousness,” and we
are depending on Him to be led along in the same road,
for we should soon wander away from Him and go back
again to our own foolish, sinful desires. This second
part of the verse shows what is meant by “ He restoreth
my soul; ” that is, “ He refresheth my soul, He leads
me along in the right road”

“Vea, though I walk through the valley of the
<hadow of death, T will fear no evil, for Thou art with
me; Thy rod and Thy staff, they comfort me.” Here
we find the Psalmist supposing himself to be brought to
meet the greatest trial, the greatest affliction ; nay, to

be brought to the very close of life, to pass through the
ordeal of death. Yet his Janguage is, Though I walk

through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear
no evil”? How comes this? Ts it because we have so
much medical power? Surely not! When we
brought to the very brink of the grave, is it becal
have so much physical power and strength? No
quite the reverse. The reason is this: because we

BY MR. GEORGE MULLER. g

the Lord Jesus with us! “ Though I walk through the
valley of the shadow of death, T will fear no evil, for
Thow art with me.” O how precious! The Lord caring
for us, by His passing with us through the Vale of
Tears.

When we are brought to the condition that more than
ever we need Him, as a Friend, as a Helper, as a Sup-
port, there He is, never leaving us, nor forsaking us!
What we have to say individually to ourselves when
the heaviest and greatest trials come, and when we are
brought even to the very brink of the grave, and when
heart and flesh fail, is, “ Zhou art with me ; Thou, my
precious Lord Jesus, art with me; Thou hast not for-
saken me, Thou art now with me, in my utter weakness
and helplessness ; I have Thee as my Almighty Friend
and Upholder, and Comforter and Strength.” O how
precious! “Yea, though [ walk through the valley of the
shadow of death, I will fear no evil.” Some of the dear
children of God, the real, true children of God, have
fear regarding the hour of death. “How will it be when
I come to die? ” they think. O say to yourself, “I will
fear no evil!” Not because we are anything in our-
selves, or can do anything by ourselves; but simply
because it is written, “ Thou art with me ; Thy rod and
Thy staff, they comfort me.”

Now the last two verses place before us the intimate
connection between God and His children, under
another figure—under the figure of a host inviting
guests. “ Thou preparest a table before me, in the

presence of mine enemies; Thou anointest my head

T W
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with oil ; my cup runneth over.” Taking this verse,
what is the meaning? It consists in two things. Trust-
ing the Lord Jesus Christ, the one on whom we have
to feed ; seeking to enter into what God has given us
m Jesus Christ, as the Law F' ulfiller, as the At-or.'Aer for
our sins, and on Whom we have to feed spiritually.
That is the table which God has prepared for us.
Sccondly, the Word of God, the revealed Will of God,
as we have it in the Holy Scriptures, that is wha't God
gives to us for our food ; and this notwithstandmg .all
the hatred of Satan, notwithstanding all the opposition
of our enemies.  Thou preparest a table before me, in
the présence of mine enemies.” >
But now comes the practical question, “ Do we feed
practically on Christ? Do we seck at large to ponder
what the Lord Jesus Christ is to us, as our I_{edeen"ler,
s our Great High Priest, as the one who is coming
again to take us to Himself, that where He is we may be
also? What the Lord Jesus Christ is to us as our
Friend, as our Counsellor, as our Strength? Now do
we seck in Him an interest, and do we day by day put
on (to use the figure that is used in Scripture) the l.xelmet
of our salvation ; that is, seek to enter into what is con-
nected with the return of the Lord Jesus Christ? Do
we comfort ourselves day by dgy vyith all this? ”} O how
deeply important to attend to it that we__xlnay hav;e“peaf:e
and joy in the Holy Ghost, that the world may see what
2 blessed thing it is to be a child of God—that thus we

may not only glorify Him, but strengthen the hands of

our fellow-men.

BY MR. GEORGE MULLER. J X

*“ Thou anointest my head with oil ; my cup runneth
over.” 1In the east, when a great one invited any one
of his friends to take a meal with him, to spend a day
with him, one of the first things was not only that the
servants should hand him water to wash his feet, but
oil to anoint his head. As a mark of respect and rever-
ence this was done. That was the welcome, so to speak,
given to the guest who came to the house of the great
one. Now, we have no such thing done to us, but some-
thing infinitely more precious, The Holy Spirit is
given to us—the Holy Spirit again and again repre-
sented under the figure of oil. And as assuredly as we
have the Holy Ghost given to us, so surely shall we get
to Heaven, so surely shall we share the glory of Christ,
so surely shall we become like Christ and have our glori-
fied bodies. These are the things which are implied in
the gift of the Holy Spirit! O how precious these things
are!

If the heart habitually were given to these things, it
would be full of joy! We should be exceedingly happy ;
and therefore my affectionate counsel and advice to my
beloved fellow-believers is, seek more and more to pon-
der all this, with application to your own hearts, in order
that your joy may increase more abundantly. And
what will come of it at last? You will be able to say
with the Psalmist, “ My cup runneth over —“I am so
happy a man that I can scarcely bear it ; I not only have
something in my cup, and a good deal in my cup, and
have my cup full ; but my cup runneth over.” O the
blessed position of a child of God, not as to pounds,

£
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shillings, and pence, not as to the possession of many
houses, not as to the possession of a great many hun-
dreds of acres of land, not because he has an enormous
sum in the Funds—not on these accounts‘ Tbere may
be little, or nothing at all, of all this found in his posses-
sion. Butas to peace and joy in the Holy Ghost, as t.o
the blessedness of having this broug}?t down into his
heart. O, my friends, how precious this! :

Now comes the last verse, “Surely goodness arftl::
mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I wi
dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.” The poor one
has been invited as a guest by the Rif:h One. He goes,
and finds it very pleasant there, and is happy. All tl}at
is just what he desires naturally. Now, what conclusion
does he come to? I find it so very plea?nt to .t:e her.e,
I will retain here, I will not go away any mmore.- This
brings before us what the child of Gnd‘ﬁnc.ls, in ;c
quaintance with Christ. Not merely entering into wk at
God has given him in Christ Jesus; not'merely' ha.vmg
to say, “ My cup runneth over; [ am brimful of happli
ness” But, “1 have almost more than I can bea.r
find it so pleasant, so exceedingly pleasant, thxs way
of going on, I' can never get into another position zu:y
more. 1 will remain in the house of my Heavenly

or ever.”
Fa.tl'.h:artfi:rt;e position into which we are bmﬂght »as-b_?-
lievers in Christ! And as assuredly as -vreiaze»}'a?éms:t y
walking in the ways of the Lord, and truly funen erms
the heart to God, this is the result to which we .colt; 3
‘We find it so pleasant, so precious, even for this life,
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that we have no desire to depart from the ways of the
Lord. In our natural, worldly condition, we scek after
happiness ; but we do not get it. Nothing but disap-
pointment is the result, for after a few hours all this
worldly happiness is gone. But the position in which
we are brought by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ not
only insures us happiness for a few days, or a few
months, or a few years, but for ever and ever. So that
our heart says, “I will remain in this way; I am so
happy in this way ; I will never forsake this way.”
Not merely so. But “Goodness and mercy shall
follow me all the days of my life.” I shall now be for
ever and ever a happy man, and I will remain in the
presence of my Father ; T will not leave His House any
more, because I have found it so very, very precious to
be a child of God.” Now, this has been my own
happy experience for seventy-one years and a half, and
therefore I commend this plan,which is according to the
Holy Scriptures, to any and every one who has not yet
had it. It is not merely for this one, or another one;
but God is willing to bestow the blessing upon any and
every one who is desirous of having it. All we have
to do is, just like mere beggars, to open our hands and
to receive what God is willing to give to us. We have to
own that we deserve nothing but punishment ; we have
to own that we are sinners who, on account of our
natural sinfulness, are entirely unworthy of all the
blessings which God is willing to bestow upon us; and
owning to this, and then putting our trust in the Lord
Jesus Christ for salvation, ensures to us these gifts.
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Will you not accept them if you have not accepted thefn
yet? Will you all who have not yet put your trust in
Jesus, do so now? O what unspeakable bllessedness is
here! I remember well the very first evening a'.fter my
conversion lying peacefully on my bed, knowing that
my sins were forgiven, that Heaven was my Home, that
1'Wwas now regenerated, brought on the r_oad to Heaven,
and my heart was ready to leap for joy. And ever
since matters have gone on in the same way, and (.:}us
is the blessedness I desire for everyone who is yet W}ﬂ]—
out it. God give the blessing, and abundant blessing,
for Christ's sake. i

Vet 3 TQIll Rejoice in the Lord.

A Sermon preacked at Bethesda Chapel, Great George Styeet,
Bristol, on Sunday Evening, June 13th, 1897.

Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither skaZl fruit e
in the vines; the labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall
yield no meat ; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and #kere
skall be no herd in the stalls :

Yet I will rejoice in the Lord, T will joy in the God of my
salvation.

The Lord God is my strength, and He will make my feet like
hinds’ feet, and He will make me to walk upon mine high places.
To the chief singer on my stringed i -Habakkuk' iii.,
17, 18, 19.

IN the first verse under notice we have brought before
us not merely the loss of one thing, or of another thing,
or of anything, but the loss on the part of the Jew of
everything, for they were in an agricultural country
generally speaking ; and the prophet Habakkuk says
regarding himself, “ Although the fig tree shall not
blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines, the labour
of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat,
the flocks shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall
be no herd in the stalls, yet T will rejoice in the Lord, I
will joy in the God of my salvation.” Now, this is the
great and deeply important question, What is it that
brought this man of God to the decision that though he
15
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should lose everything, though he should be reduced to
a state of the greatest poverty and difficulty and afflic-
tion, yet he wauld rejoice in Jehovah? ‘What was :t
that brought him to this? Because the Living God has
given Himself to every one of His children as their por-
tion! He has given Himself to every one of His
children, so that whatever they may lose, in regard to
the things connected with this life, God remains to
them ; in other words, their ALL remains to them.
They are not, and they never really and truly can be,
losers of anything that is worth anything, for God

remains.
e gives Himself to every one of His children, to the

weakest, the feeblest, the least instructed among them,
as their portion; therefore, having Him, they have
everything they could wish. God remains to them ; He
gives Himself to His children, once for all; they have,
once for all, blessing to make them happy ; they have,
once for all, kindness, mercy, and grace, bestowed on
them, sufficient for their whole earthly pilgrimage, and
for the whole of eternity. O beloved in Christ, and
O beloved ones who are not yet believers in Christ, let
us all really and truly seek to enter into what it is to
have God, and what it means that God gives Himself to
us. Two verses of the 73rd Psalm and many similar
portions might be brought to bear, but I think these
two verses will do, “Whom have I in Heaven but
Thee? And there is none upon earth that I desire
beside Thee. My flesh and my heart faileth.” The
Psalmist supposes himself to be brought to the.end of

BY MR. GEORGE MULLER. 17

his earthly pilgrimage, brought to the point of death.
“ My flesh and my heart faileth, but God is the strength
of my heart, and my portion for ever.” God had been
-his portion in life, and now he was gbing out of time
into eternity, God remains his portion. Not only for a
few years, or for a few hundred years, but for ever God
remains true to His people. If this were entered into
what happy persons we should be! O, if only held on
to by faith and realised, what peace and joy in the Holy
Ghost we should have-—not merely now and then, not
merely frequently, but habitually! O, how ex-
ceedingly precious! God gives Himself, and with all
He is and has to the weakest, the feeblest of His
c}'lildren. O, how precious! How exceedingly pre-
cious!

Al:zd the prophet Habakkuk entered into it, and it
was just this that made him so happy. Though he
should lose everything that this world could give, yet
would he rejoice in Jehovah. “Yet, I will rejoice in the
Lord "—it means Jehovah—“ I will joy in the God of
my salvation.” Now, let us just for a little while ponder
somewhat more minutely what we have here, what we
receive from God as poor sinners, trusting in the Lord
Jesus Christ ; and what other poor sinners might have
f they were only willing to know what God is prepared
to give to those who come to Him through Jesus
Christ. First of all, He opens our eyes and shows to us
the lost and ruined condition in which we are by
nature ; makes manifest our complete spiritual dark-
ness and ignorance. e further shows to us that we
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cannot save ourselves, that salvation entirely depends
on Himself, through the gift of His Only Begotten Son,
Whose perfect obedience unto death He accepts in our
room and stead. Now, all this is in the first place to
be seen, to be apprehended, to be laid hold on by faith,
in order that our eyes, being opened, we may have the
beginning of peace and joy. Further, so far even as
this present life is concerned, we at once, through faith
in the Lord Jesus, obtain full forgiveness for all our
numberless transgressions. We are accepted in the
beloved, in Jesus Christ, and treated as righteous
ones, as just ones, though in ourselves unjust ones and
unrighteous ones. So accepted in the beloved, and
treated as justified ones, accepted in the beloved and
treated as forgiven ones, not one single transgression
shall be mentioned against us any more. Al allis for-
given! Entering into it oh, what peace it gives to the
soul, entering into it more and more it brings joy in
God ; the heart is filled with gratitude to Him for what
He has done for us in Jesus Christ.

But what I have mentioned is not all. We thus being
born again, regenerated, obtain spiritual life; while
before we were dead in trespasses and sins.  Now,
through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, we obtain
spiritual life; that life is everlasting. The beginning
of this everlasting life is made when we are brought to
believe in Jesus, and this spiritual life is continued, this
spiritual life lasts, when the natural life is come to an
end, when we pass out of time into Eternity. This is
another blessing. Then we are now, through this faith

BY MR. GEORGE MULLER. 19

in the Lord Jesus Christ, the children of God not merely
in name, but in reality. We have obtained spiritual life.
We are born again by the power of God’s Holy Spirit.
We are really and truly the children of God, and as
such we are really and truly heirs of God, and joint-
heirs with the Lord Jesus Christ; and thus we have
everything that we could possibly wish. We are infi-
nitely rich as the children of God, as the heirs of God,
as the joint-heirs with the Lord Jesus, for we partake of
all the things which the Father gives to Him, as a re-
compense for His mediatorial work on earth. Thus we
not only become infinitely rich, but we are infinitely
honoured, for we share the honour which the Father
bestows upon His only begotten Son as the reward for
His great work. Oh, what an abounding reason, there-
fore, we have to rejoice in the Lord, in Jehovah!
Being in this state, whatever may be our difficulties,
our trials, our necessities, we can obtain help from God,
because we are the children whom He loves with an
eternal, unchangeable love—the children who are so
dear to His heart that they are precious in His sight,
and loved by Him even as He loves His only begotten
Son, for they belong to Christ, they are members of that
mystical body of which He is the Head. What, there-
fore, can they possibly want that they cannot receive?
Their God and Father in Christ Jesus is willing to im-
part to every one of them, even the feeblest and weakest
among them, every blessing that really would be a
blessing to them, everything that really would be for
their good and profit, and, therefore, to the glory of
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God. In the midst of trials and temptations, sore
temptations, great attacks of Satan, we may come to
Him, in our utter weakness and helplessness, and
nothingness, and ask Him to fight our battles for us, to
help us, to stand at our side, to rebuke the wicked one,
and to drive him from us. All this our Heavenly
Father delights to do, because He loves us so dearly
and tenderly. He loves us with an eternal unchange-
able love, He loves us as He loves His only begotten
Son. Oh, how precious is all this!

Now notice further the title that is given to God. He
is called in the 18th verse, “ The God of my salvation.”
He is the God of salvation ; but the preciousness of the
statement lies in this, that we have proved Him to our-
selves thus, and are able to say, “ The God of my salva-
tion.” That is just the language of my heart! Now,
how many of us are able to say this? I say, “ He is the
God of my salvation.” Iglory init, I rejoice in it, for, by
the grace of God, I am as certain that I shall go to
Heaven as if I were there already! Therefore, I say,
“ He is the God of my salvation.” And there are many
scores here present who, like myself, can say and sing,
“He is the God of my salvation.” But if there are any
here who are not yet able to say this, give yourselves
no rest till you can. First of all, you must come
to see that you are sinners needing salvation. If
you do not see it, ask God to show it to you, and, as a
means to come to the knowledge of it, read carefully
three or four times the first three chapters of the Epistle
of Paul to the Romans, and the second chapter of the
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Epistle of Paul to the Ephesians. Read these portions
with application to yourselves, and if still you do not
see that you are sinners needing a Saviour, read yet
again these very portions, and ask God to open your
eyes. Then, when you see what is contained therein, ask
God to help you to put your trust in Jesus for salvation,
for He in our room fulfilled the law of God, and, there-
fore, sets us free, and He in our room and stead bore
the punishment due to us.

When able to apprehend this, we no longer dread
God ; we are no longer afraid of God, but look on Him
as our Father, as our Friend, as our Helper Who has
loved us in Christ Jesus. But if yet we have no peace
in our souls, let us go on asking God that we may, by
the power of His Holy Spirit, apprehend more feelingly
and truly the work of Christ, and to enter into it that we
may have that full peace and joy, which God delights
to give to everyone of His children. “Although the
fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the
vines, the labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields
shall yield no meat, the flock shall be cut off from the
fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls, yet, I will
rejoice in Jehovah, I will joy in the God of my salva-
tion.” Oh, if any of you know this, how greatly are you
blessed! O, if every one here knew this what an en-
couragement it would be to sinners who have not yet
obtained this peace and joy in God!

Now we come to the last verse, “ The Lord God is
my strength, and He will make my feet like hinds’ feet,
and He will make me to walk upon mine high places.”
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“The Lord God,” that is Jehovah—for you know that
whenever we have the word “ Lord ” printed in large
characters, it invariably means this, “ Jehovah "—* is my
strength.” Was he weak physically? God would be
able to strengthen him, for He was his strength! Was
he weak spiritually, amid temptat‘ions, great and varied
and many, and of a lasting character? Jehovah was his
strength ; therefore, what could he lack? Was he poor
in any way? Did he require anything for the life that
now is? Or, for himself, or for his family, or under any
circumstances, did he require anything which would be
for the glory of God? God was able and willing to
communicate it to him! Now that is just what we have
to lay hold of, that Jehovah is the strength of His
children physically, mentally, spiritually ; and this not
now and then, but at all times and under all circum-
stances, however great the power of our gpiritual adver-
saries may be, and however fearfully they may attack
us in order to overcome us, “ God is my strength, and
He will make my feet like hinds' feet, and He will make
me to walk upon mine high places” The feet like a
roe, a wild animal running.  For what? To act accord-
ing to the mind of God! That, I judge, is particularly
meant here by the words, “ He will make my feet like
hinds’ feet” Not to accomplish our own purposes, not
to enjoy ourselves, but to act according to the mind of
God! The will of God presented to us, and instanta-
neously and with the greatest alucrity acted upon ;
therefore, the words, “ hinds' feet,” menns that no delay
is made, but immediately the will of CGod is carried out.
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Then one other point. “ He will make me to walk
upon mine high places” The heart of the prophet
Habakkuk was in Heaven, and he looked down on the
things here below, and the state in which he was. O
to enter into it, though we are poor sinners, that we are
seated with Christ in heavenly places! That, therefore,
we should treat all human affairs as those who are
sezated in Heaven in Christ Jesus, and look down from
Heaven, so to speak, on the poor, weak, feeble, earthly
affairs here below, and judge about them as those who
are already in glory, who are already in Heaven.

Now, if one or the other says, “ But I am yet in the
body ; I find a difficulty thus to think, to judge, and to
act,” my reply is, “ So do I, but the grace of God can
bring us to this state.”

“He will make me to walk upon mine high places.”
These high places are those in which his heart is fixed,
and this is just what we individually should have
—the heart in Heaven. While in the body, we must
attend to the affairs of this life; God would not have
us give up our earthly occupations because of the diffi-
culties connected with these things. But we must yet
remain in the position to which God has brought us,
entering into the spiritual life which has been given to
us, remembering that this spiritual life is eternal, that
more and more it will be developed, and that at last it
will come to the full fruition and we shall be holy, as our
Lord Jesus Christ was holy while on earth and as He
ever has been since He ascended to Heaven, and that
we shall at the same time have a glorified body, as the
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Lord Jesus Christ had when He was raised from the
dead. These are the blessed prospects of the weakest
and feeblest child of God!

Oh, what a precious blessing has God bestowed on us
in Christ Jesus! Oh, what are we poor miserable
sinners come to by faith in Him! Our great business,
therefore, must be in child-like simplicity to ponder all
the wondrous blessings God has bestowed on us
through His Son, and, in child-like simplicity, to believe
everything that He has declared regarding us as be-
lievers in the Lord Jesus Christ, and in joyful anticipa-
tion look forward to the day when all this will have its
complete accomplishment, when we shall no longer
walk by faith, but by sight, having every one of these
blessings in actual possession. Now, one word more.
Are there any here present who up to this time have
been thoughtlessly and carelessly unconcerned about
the things of God? If so, I now entreat and bescech
you no longer to be thus—for the salvation of your
souls, your happiness here, and throughout Kternity,
depend upon your receiving Christ. Salvation is also
to be had by faith in Jesus Christ, and God is willing to
bestow the blessing on every and any one, however
great and many their transgressions may be. Only let
them own that they are sinners, deserving nothing but
punishment, and only let them put their trust in Jesus,
and the blessing is their's for ever.

The Lord’'s [Praver.

A Sermon preacked at Bethesda Chapel, Great George Streel,
Bristol, on Sunday Evening, March 21st, 1897.

And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites
are: for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and in the
corners of the streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily I say
unto you, They have their reward.

But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when
thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and
thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly.

But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do;
for they think that they shall be heard for their much speaking.

Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your Father knoweth
what things ye have need of, before ye ask Him.

After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in
heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.

Thy kingdom done. Thy will be done in earth, as 7/ is in
heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever.
Amen.

For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your Heavenly Father
will also forgive you:

But if ye forgive not nien their trespasses, neither will your
Father forgive your trespasses.—Malthew vi., 5-15.

WE will meditate on part of Matthew vi, commenc-
ing at verse 5: “ When thou prayest, thou shalt not be
as the hypocrites are, for they love to pray standing in

the synagogues, and in the corners of the streets, that
a5
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they may be seen of men. Verily, T say unto you, they
have their reward.” In reference to not a few of the
Pharisees of old this was actually the case. They would
stand for a long time in the synagogues praying ; but
what was far worse than this, when the ordinary prayer
time came for the Israelites—about three o'clock in the
afternoon by our time—they would so manage it that
just at that very time they could be found at the corners
of the streets, where they might be observed in the act
of prayer by as many as possible coming from various
disections. All this was hypocrisy. They professed
thus to be very holy men, but in reality it was the re-
verse. “Verily, I say unto you, they have their reward.”
Their ceward was the applause of their fellow-men. A
poor, miserable recompense.

“But when thou prayest, enter into thy closet.”
The great point here is the secrecy in reference to
prayer. Not all persons are in such a position as that
they have a little chamber to which they can retire and
lock the door. But if it can be done, it should be done.
If impossible, God will accept according to our position
and circumstances. 1 remember a case which I would
relate to show how persons may be situated. About 30
years ago I went to Germany to find missionaries for
the East Indies. On this journey I came to Magde-
burg, one of the strongest and largest fortresses of the
kingdom of Prussia. Here I found in the house of a
godly man in the Army a comrade of his, and, as he
lived in barracks, I said, “ My dear brother, how do you
manage with regard to prayer, as you are continually
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surrounded by hundreds of soldiers?” His reply was,
“When I want to pray in secret, I go down into a large
sand-cellar, which is perfectly dark, and there I kneel
down on the sand. No one is able to see I am there,
though often some of my comrades come close to my
heels ; but never am I found there. I am alone, perfectly
alone ; no one sees me ; and that is my closet.” So in
whatever variety of ways the children of God may be
situated, they have to do the best they can. But the
great point is that as much as possible we should seek
to deal with our Heavenly Father in the way of prayer
insecret ; and under no circumstances aim to be noticed
by our fellow-men in order to get their applause.

“ When thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when
thou hast shut thy door” (thus further stating the ex-
ceeding great importance of secrecy). “Pray to thy
Father which is in secret, and thy Father, which seeth in
secret, shall reward thee openly.” Where there is this, a
secret waiting on God, He, in His Own time and way,
will give the open recompense. He will show that He is
noticing ; He will show that He has recorded it in the
book of remembrance; He will show that it has not
escaped His observation. “ Thy Father which seeth in
secret, shall reward thee openly.” The secret waiting
on God will be manifested by blessing. As assuredly
as we thus give ourselves to prayer, God will notice us,
and give blessing, that anyone can see.

“ But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the
heathen do” That is, sentence by sentence, re-
peating the same request, just as Baal's wor-
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shippers did, and as the heathen nations do
up to the present time, thinking that the more
their words, the more the repetition of what they ask
for, the more certain is it that they will get it. “Use
not vain repetitions as the heathen do, for they think
that they shall be heard for their much speaking ; be
not ye, therefore, like unto them, for your Father
knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye ask
Him.” Prayer is not necessary for the sake of inform-
ing God ; but prayer is necessary simply because it 15
the appointment of God. He will have us go to Him
for our own good and profit and blessing, asking Him
for the things we require, because the blessing be-
stowed on us in answer to prayer is so much the more
precious than if the blessing were given without prayer.
Often and often God allows us greatly to be tried, in
order that at last, when the blessing does come and
prayer is answered, it may be all the more precious to
us  “Be not ye, therefore, like unto them, for your
Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before
ye ask Him.”

Now comes what is commonly called, “ The Lord’s
Prayer. “ After this manner, therefore, pray ye.” This
shows us it is not God's appointment that these words of
the Lord Jesus Christ should only be used, nor that
we should continually use them. But in the spirit, :n
this manner we should ask blessing. That is the
lesson we have to learn. “ After this manner pray ye,
‘Our Father, which art in Heaven.” The very first word
is full of meaning. The petitions which are recorded
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here are suitable; and only suitable, for the children of
God—for they are the prayer of the heavenly family,
those who are believers in the Lord Jesus Christ. We
have to keep this before us, that as long as we are not
believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, God is not our
Father. God is God to us. He is our Creator. He is
our Preserver. He is the One Who supplies us with
everything that we can need. He lets His sun
shine for us; He lets the rain fall also, so that
we are benefited by it. But until we are believers
in the Lord Jesus Christ, God is not our Father. Now
this word “ Our,” shows that we are part of a family,
part of the heavenly family ; and thus it is that all who
put their trust in the Lord Jesus Christ for the salvation
of their souls, after having been convinced that they are
sinners, deserving nothing but punishment—all such as
are believers—have in God Almighty a Father. “ Who
art in Heaven” His place is everywhere; but
especially is it in Heaven, not on earth, though His
power may be seen everywhere, and the manifestations
of His presence be found throughout the universe.

“ Hallowed by Thy Name.” That is, Thy Name be
honoured; Thy Name be glorified. And here I
remind my beloved Christian friends of the meaning of
the word “ Name.” It does not mean the several letters
which form the name of “ God,” but what we learn in
the 34th chapter of Exodus, when Jehovah pro-
claimed His Name before Moses. It is His Charac-
ter, His Attributes, what He is Himself, which are to
be glorified. Jehovah, the God and Father of our Lord
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Jesus Christ, the Father of all those who believe in
Jesus is to be glorified. ~ That is the meaning of “ Hal-
lowed be Thy Name; ” and just in the proportion :n
which we enter into what God is, we find out what a
lovely, lovely Being He is, how infinitely lovely He is,
“Hallowed be Thy Name.” In other words, “I pray
that Thou mayest be more and more honoured and
glorified.”

Now comes another petition. “ Thy kingdom come.”
That is,  Hasten the time, bring it about speedily, when
Thou shalt universally be honoured, when Thou shalt
universally be glorified, when all the works of the
wicked one shall be destroyed.” This will be after the
return of the Lord Jesus Christ. See how entirely im-
possible it is for the ungodly, the unconverted, to ask
this petition from the heart. The lips of such may
utter it times without number, but the {rue meaning is
rothing short of this: “Let the time speedily come
when I, a wicked creature, shall be cast into the
bottomless pit.” That is just the meaning of the prayer
when so uttered ; and of course this plainly shows that
only in ignorance the ungodly could asl the petition,
“ Thy kingdom come.” The words can only properly
be used by those who are believers in the Lord Jesus,
for they beseech Him soon to return, that God univer-
sally may be glorified and honoured by everyone on
earth. That this is the meaning we see immedintely
from what follows.

“Thy will be done in earth, as it s in Heaven,"
Since the fall of Adam and Lve, the will of God is not
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dene on earth. It was done before the fall of Adam
and Eve in Paradise, but from the moment they ate of
the forbidden fruit, and sin was introduced by the devil
on earth, from that moment the will of God was not
done to the full on earth, as it should be, and as it will
be hereafter when the Lord Jesus Christ has returned.
Let us clearly keep this before us. One of the first
things which was done after the fall was that the first
child of Adam and Eve, Cain, murdered his own
brother, Abel. There we see the fruit of sin entering
into the world, and ever since then the will of God has
not been “done in earth, as it is in Heaven.” There
have been those godly in spirit, at various times, who
have sought in their feeble measure to glorify God, and
to walk to the praise and glory and honour of His
Name. But the great mass of human beings on earth
have not been doing the will of God, as the will of God
is done in Heaven.

“ Give us this day our daily bread.” Here the daily
bread does not mean simply bread and nothing else ;
but it means the necessaries of life generally,. What
we require we ask God for, and are allowed to ask God
to give to us. Notice, particularly, that it is not stated
here, “ Give us our daily bread,” but “ Give us this day
our daily bread.” That means we are not warranted to
expect a great abundance, in the way of supply of
earthly things. God may be going to fill our hearts
with cause for gratitude; God may most abundantly
give to us the necessaries of life beforehand, and a long
time beforehand ; but if He does not do it, we are not to
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blame Him, far less to consider He is not faithful.to
His promise, for He has not promised that He will .glvc
us years beforehand, neither months beforehand, neither
weeks beforchand, neither many days beforehand, the
necessaries of life ; but He has only promised that day
by day we shall be supplied, and this also only under
the condition that we seck first the Kingdom of Go'd,
and His Righteousness. In other words, if we walk in
the fear of God, making it our business to win souls for
Him, and to set a good example of godly walk and
behaviour before our fellow-men, we shall then as
assuredly as we trust in Him be supplied with the neces-
saries of life. For so did David say, “I have been
young and now am old, yet have 1 'not seen th.e
righteous forsaken, nor his seed "—i.e., his ch}ldren, his
descendants—" begging bread.” “ Give us this day our
daily bread” On this petition we may write clothf:s,
house rent, taxes, supplies for all that which our fam{ly
requires. All this is implied in the petition for da:lly
bread. And how precious to have to go to a Loving
Father, Whose very joy and delight it is to answer the
petitions of His children. He is not a hard Master, an
austere Being, but an infinitely loving Father. Oh,
that increasingly it might come to everyone of .the
children of God to look at Him as an infinitely loving
Being ; for when we are brought to this state e are
perfectly satisfied at all times, and under all circum-
stances with His dealings with us. Whether painful or
otherwise, we are satisfied that He doeth all things well.
“And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
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debtors.” This implies the owning that we are sinners.
It is a matter of exceeding great importance that we
give ourselves to God as we are, not seeking to make
out that we are very good people, very excellent people,
that we walk habitually in His ways and act according
to His Mind—for the very reverse is the case, more or
less, with every one of us even the best among us.
Therefore, we should increasingly ewn before God that
we are sinners, that we have not acted at every time
and under every circumstance according to His Mind,
and have accordingly contracted debts, spiritual debts,
because we are transgressors. We should own that we
are debtors before God, and ask His forgiveness, for
Christ’s sake, seeking it in God’s appointed way through
Jesus. Not onany account seeking forgiveness by pre-
tending henceforth we will live a better life, that we will
make up for our misconduct ; that can never be done.
We can never make up for past transgressions, for
moment by moment we are expected to love God, with
all our heart, with all our strength, with all our might,
and to walk in His ways to the praise of His Name.
Therefore we can never by our own doings make up
for past misconduct. But, through faith in Jesus, if we
put our trust in Him for salvation, the Righteousness of
Christ is imputed to us. In other words, the holy work
and life of the Lord Jesus is put to our account, as if we

. had been blameless, as if we had been without sin, as

if we had walked as consistently all our days as the

precious Jesus did.  His righteousness is imputed to

us, and by that alone forgiveness is to be obtained—
B
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putting our trust in Him, seeing Him hanging on the
cross, shedding His blood as the Sinbearer, Who made
an atonement for our sins, and through Whom alone
we can obtain reconciliation.

“ As we forgive our debtors” This is particularly to

be noticed. If anyone has offended us, transgressed
against us, behaved improperly towards us, are we
ready to forgive? Are we habitually forgiving? Even
if it should occur many times, yet if the individual who
offends us, and behaves improperly towards us, makes
confession, we are to be ready to forgive, and, supposing
this to be done, it is stated, “As we forgive cur
debtors” Here T would particularly mention that we
are not warranted to expect answers to our prayers .If
we are not acting according to this. I judge that this
often and often is a hindrance to obtaining answers to
our prayers, because we cultivate an unforgiving spirit,
we are not ready to forgive those who have offended us
and behaved improperly toward us. “Forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors,” that should be true
of us.

« And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil” Our weakness, our helplessness, our nothing-
ness remain, as long as we are in the body, and we
shall be liable to temptation, and exposed to tempta-
tion. The Lord Jesus Christ found this. It may be in
our case, as it was with Him, that for a season the
tempter leaves us. For a season he may not specially
seck to overpower us, but it will be only for a season,
he will come again. That, however, is only one side

BY MR. GEORGE MULLER. 35

of the truth ; and the other side of the truth is this, that
God is ready to succour and help His children. ~ All
through their pilgrimage, if they only own their weak-
ness and come to Him and seek His assistance, He is
ready to help. Our prayer, therefore, is to be this : that
God, in the riches of His grace, would allow us no more
to be tempted than is absolutely needful for the glory
of His Name, and to become more and more acquainted
with His power, with His love, and His readiness to
appear on our behalf.

Then it is added, “ But deliver us from evil” That
more especially means the devil himself ; “ from the evil
one, the wicked one, deliver us.” For it is he who is the
source of evil, and the greatest evil, since it is he who
has such craftiness, and is continually ready to get an
advantage over us. Therefore, above all, our prayer
should be this: “ Deliver us from the wicked one, the
evil one, the devil ; allow him not to get an advantage
over us; ” and this prayer is to be uttered from the
heart, to the very last moment of our earthly pil-
grimage. We never get into that state that we are so
perfectly holy, so perfectly sinless, so perfectly Christ-
like, as that the devil can never get an advantage over
us. Oh, let us seek to enter into it! I tell you my own
experience in this very thing is this: T distrust myself
more than ever, I own before God more than ever my
own weakness and helplessness, and I have continually
cried to God to keep me from the craftiness and the
deceit of the wicked one, for were I left to myself, aged
as I am, and long as I have walked in the ways of God,
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and in some little degree also in the fear of God, to His
honour and glory, in love and holiness—yet with a}l
this, were I left to myself my life would end just as Asa’s
did. For thirty years he had glorified God greatly;
but in the last two years of his life he dishonoured God
deeply. So, on account of my own weakness, x.ny
prayer continually is, “Lord, grant that I may finish
my course with joy, and not to the shame and dishonour
of Thy Holy Name.”

“ For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, for ever. Amen” These words bring before us
“the Why” to expect answers to our prayers. Tl"xe
Kingdom is the Lord’s, He, therefore, is able to Flo 1.t.
He is the Mighty One, the Powerful One. Thine 1?
the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. :
Thou, O God, art not changing, there is no variation
found in Thee. Thou art able to succour us. This is
still further confirmed by the word “Amen” Yes!
So it shall be. In this evil world we shall greatly cheer
ourselves and comfort ourselves by this very statement
here, “ Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, for ever, Amen” Oh, how precious the pros-
pect, that we do not speak into the air, but that we
speak to the loving heart of God Almighty, Who can
do everything and Who is willing on behalf of P.hs
children to do everything that is for their real blessing
in Christ.

Now, in the next and last two verses, we have that
which I have already referred to. “TFor if ye forgive
men their trespasses, your Heavenly Father will also
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forgive you ; but if ye forgive not men their trespasses,
neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.” Here
we see that not only are we not warranted in expecting
answers to our prayers if we do not forgive our fellow-
men, when they have offended against us, and have
dene things which are improper ; but also we shall lose
the knowledge and the enjoyment which springs from
the consciousness of the forgiveness of our own sins.
It is plainly stated, “ If ye forgive men their trespasses,
your Heavenly Father will also forgive you, but if ye
forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your
Father forgive your trespasses” And I believe that in
this we have the secret why in our day there are found
so many true children of God whose life and deport-
ment indicate that they are believers in Christ, but who
yet do not enjoy the forgiveness of their sins. In the

case of not a few we have reason to believe it originates
from there being something in their mind which they

scem to be unable to pass over regarding offences they

have suffered from others, and that they have not for-

given. If this is the case they cannot wonder why they

do not themselves enjoy the knowledge of the forgive-

ness of their own sins.

Now, this little portion on which we have been medi-
tating says to us afresh, “What an unspeakably
blessed thing it is to be a child of God.” Thus I have
found it during the past seventy-one yéars and five
months that I have been a believer in the Lord Jesus!
Ob, I cannot express to any who are not believers in
the Lord Jesus Christ what they lose by staying away






